DISCOVERY OF THE PEOPLE

IEKRASOV TELLS THE STORY OF DOSTOEVSKI'S STAY AT THE
penitentiary in a poem called The Unfortunates. A po-
litical prisoner with a gentle voice and "white hands" is at
first jeered by his companions in chains, until, one night, he
summons them to the bedside of a dying man, asks them to
honor the last moments of their comrade, commands their
attention, wins respect, and becomes their teacher.
When Dostoevsky returned to St Petersburg, Nekrasov
showed him the poem. "On the contrary, it was I who was
the disciple of the convicts," said Dostoevsky. Indeed, he was
their disciple, and the lessons he learned in the penitentiary
stayed with him for the rest of his life. These four years
were like a secret source that fed his genius. They came in
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